
Masonic Memorial Service

Opening Hymn*...................... How Great Thou Art

Prayer of Comfort............. Rev. Derrick McQueen

Scripture Readings
Old Testament:........................................... Psalm 46
New Testament......................... Matthew 11:28-30

Solo*.................................... It Is Well With My Soul

   Acknowledgments.... Bethany Baptist Members 

Reading of the Obituary................. Sharay Brown

Reflections..................................... Family & Friends

Solo*..................................................... Precious Lord  

Eulogy................................... Rev. Derrick McQueen

Benediction......................... Rev. Derrick McQueen

Recessional*.................................. I Won't Complain

*Soloist: Lawerence Craig
*Pianist: Linda Twine

Order of Service

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2024
Viewing: 11am-1pm

Masonic Memorial  Service:  1pm
Church Service:  2pm
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C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  L I F E  F O R

ST. JAMES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
409 WEST 141st. STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10031

11/28/34

FUNERAL SERVICE 

Don’t Cry For Me
Don't cry for me. I will be okay.

Heaven is my home now, and this is
where I'll stay.

Don't cry for me. I'm where I belong.
I want you to be happy and try to

stay strong.
Don't cry for me. It was just my time,

but I will see you someday on the
other side.

Don't cry for me. I am not alone.
The angels are with me to welcome

me home.
Don't cry for me, for I have no fear.
All my pain is gone, and Jesus took

my tears.
Don't cry for me. This is not the end.
I'll be waiting here for you when we

meet again.

The family of Matthew Brown Sr. wishes
to express their sincere gratitude for all

the calls, texts, prayers, support, and
kindness shown to them during their time

of bereavement.
May God bless each and every one of you.

Acknowledgment

Arrangements Entrusted to:

630 St. Nicholas Ave
New York, NY 10030

Mount Hope Cemetery 
50 Jackson Ave.

Saw Mill River Rd, 
Hastings-On-Hudson,

NY 10706

Where is a Destiny that makes of
brothers ; none goes his way alone;

all that we send into the lives of
others come back to our own.

I care not what his temple or creeds,
one thing hold firm and fast-  that
into his fateful heap of days and
deeds the soul of a man is cast.

Reverend Derr ick  McQueen,  Off ic iat ing

A Destiny
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Obituary
B e l o v e d  H u s b a n d ,  F a t h e r ,  a n d  D e v o t e d

M a s o n ,  M a t t h e w  B r o w n  S r .  w a s  c a l l e d  f r o m
l a b o r  a n d  l a i d  d o w n  h i s  w o r k i n g  t o o l s  o n

S u n d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y
h i s  l o v i n g  f a m i l y .

 
M a t t h e w  w a s  b o r n  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 8 ,  1 9 3 4 ,  i n

C a m d e n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t o  t h e  l a t e  L a u r a
T a y l o r - B r o w n  a n d  J i m m i e  B r o w n .  H e  w a s

p r e c e d e d  i n  d e a t h  b y  6  o f  h i s  s i b l i n g s .  H e  i s
s u r v i v e d  b y  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  I s s a c  B r o w n  ( M a r y

A n n ) ,  G e o r g i a ,  s i s t e r s :  L a u r a  K o r n e g a y ,
M a r t h a  H a l l e y  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  a n d  V i r g i n i a

M i t c h e l l  o f  G e o r g i a .
 

M a t t h e w  a t t e n d e d  a n d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m
J a c k s o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  C a m d e n ,  S o u t h

C a r o l i n a ,  w h e r e  h e  p l a y e d  f o o t b a l l  a n d  w a s  a
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  b a n d .  H e  p l a y e d

t h e  t r u m p e t ,  t r o m b o n e ,  a n d  o t h e r
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t h e  b r a s s  f a m i l y .  W h i l e

M a t t h e w  p l a y e d  f o o t b a l l ,  h i s  s w e e t h e a r t
A l m a  P o n d s  w a s  a  c h e e r l e a d e r .  T h e  t w o  w e r e

m a r r i e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 5 7 .
 

M a t t h e w  m o v e d  t o  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y  i n  t h e  l a t e
1 9 5 0 ' s  a n d  r i g h t  a w a y  f o u n d  a  c h u r c h  h o m e

a t  B e t h a n y  B a p t i s t  i n  H a r l e m ,  N e w  Yo r k ,
w h e r e  h e  e n j o y e d  s i n g i n g  i n  t h e  c h o i r .  L a t e r

i n  h i s  l i f e  h e  a t t e n d e d  S t .  J a m e s  P r e s b y t e r i a n
C h u r c h .  E v e n  w h e n  h e  c o u l d n ' t  a t t e n d  c h u r c h

s e r v i c e  i n  p e r s o n ,  h e  j o i n e d  v i a  z o o m  a n d
w o u l d  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  s e r m o n  a n d  n o d  t o  t h e

s o n g s .  
 

I n  1 9 5 5  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  M a s o n i c  O r d e r  K i n g
S o l o m o n .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s  M a t t h e w

t r a n s i t i o n e d  t o  P r i n c e  H a l l  w h e r e  h e  d e v o t e d
e v e r y  T h u r s d a y  s i n c e  t h e n  t o  t h e  c r a f t .  H e

b e c a m e  a  L i f e  m e m b e r  i n  2 0 1 8  a t  A b e r c o r n
L o d g e  # 8 6 .

 
I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ' s  h e  s t a r t e d  h i s  o w n

b u s i n e s s ,  " B r o w n ' s  C o n t r a c t i n g  C o m p a n y "
w h e r e  h e  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  a s  a

c o n t r a c t  p a i n t e r  f o r  t h e  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y
H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y .

M a t t h e w  h i r e d  y o u n g  m e n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a f f o r d a b l e
h o u s i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  f i v e  b o r o u g h s  u n t i l  h e

r e t i r e d .   
 

M a t t h e w  e n j o y e d  s p e n d i n g  q u a l i t y  t i m e  w i t h
h i s  f a m i l y .  H e  l o v e d  h i s  f a m i l y ,  a n d  h e  c o u l d

b e  f o u n d  a t  a n y  f a m i l y  e v e n t  o n  t h e  d a n c e
f l o o r .  H e  w a s  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  M r .  B r o w n ,
B o ,  P o p s ,  M a t t h e w ,  M r .  B ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  y o u
c a l l e d  h i m  i t  a l l  w a s  a b o u t  t h e  3  F ' s :  F a m i l y ,

F o o d  a n d  F u n .  I f  y o u  c a m e  t o  a n y  B r o w n
f u n c t i o n  t h a t ' s  w h a t  y o u  w o u l d  g e t .  

 
M a t t h e w  w a s  a  f i g h t e r .  H e  h a d  t h e  s t r e n g t h

a n d  w i l l  p o w e r  t o  k e e p  s t r i v i n g .  H e  l o v e d
w a t c h i n g  h i s  g r a n d s  p l a y  s p o r t s  b u t  a l w a y s

s a i d  " O h  y o u r  t e a m  c h e a t e d ."  T h a t ' s  b e c a u s e
u s u a l l y  t h e y  w o n  b y  a  l o t .  H e  w a s  t h e i r

b i g g e s t   s u p p o r t e r .  I n  h i s  s p a r e  t i m e ,  h e  l i k e d
t o  f i s h .  H e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  To p  H o o k

F i s h i n g  C l u b ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s o m e  o f  h i s  M a s o n
b r o t h e r s .

 
M a t t h e w  w a s  a  c h e r i s h e d  H u s b a n d ,  D a d ,

G r a n d d a d d y ,  G r e a t -  G r a n d d a d d y ,  B r o t h e r ,
U n c l e ,  C o u s i n  a n d  F r i e n d ,  b u t  f o r e m o s t  h e
w a s  C h r i s t i a n  - -  a  p r a y i n g  m a n  t h a t  l o v e d

G o d .  H e  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  h i s  w i f e ,  A l m a  P.
B r o w n ;  h i s  c h i l d r e n :  H e r b e r t  B r o w n  S r . ,  S o u t h

C a r o l i n a ;  R i c k y  J o n e s ,  N e w  J e r s e y ;  M a t t h e w
B r o w n  I I  ( K a r e n )  P e n n s y l v a n i a ;  K e n n e t h

B r o w n ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ;  A v i s  L .  B r o w n - J i l e s
( K e n n e t h )  N e w  Yo r k ;   D a r r i u s  B r o w n  S r . , N e w

Yo r k ;  A n d r e  J o h n s o n ,  N e w  Yo r k ;  To n y a
L i n s o n - B r o w n ,  N e w  Yo r k  a n d  B e r n a d e t t e

L i n s o n - B r o w n , C o n n e c t i c u t ;  G r a n d c h i l d r e n :
S h a r a y  B r o w n ,  M a t t h e w  B r o w n  I I I ,  C h a n t e ’

F r a n c i s - B r o w n ,  H e r b e r t  B r o w n  I I ,  L a n c e
B r o w n ,  C h a s e  B r o w n ,  D a n i e l l e  B r o w n ,

D o m i n i q u e  B r o w n - J i l e s ,  D a r r i u s  B r o w n  J r . ,
L a m a r  J o n e s ,  B l e s s y n  B r o w n ,  B r y s o n  B r o w n ,

R a n d y  K .  S a l l e y ,  R o y a l  S a l l e y ,  H u d s o n  B r o w n
a n d  T h i e n - n g a  Tr a n ;  G o d d a u g h t e r s :  B r e n d a

M o o r e  a n d  Tr a c e y  E d m o n d s - F r i e s o n ;
E x t e n d e d  F a m i l y :  T a m a r a  B r o w n ,  D a v i d

M u r p h y  a n d  G e o r g e  G r a h a m ;  1 4  G r e a t
G r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  a  s o o n  t o  b e  G r e a t - G r e a t

G r a n d c h i l d  a n d  a  h o s t  o f  N i e c e s ,   N e p h e w s ,
C o u s i n s  a n d  F r i e n d s


